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Thank you to all who 
helped in any way or 
attended the team 

flower festival in late May. 
We are all thrilled that many 
visitors enjoyed the festival and 
with the fund raising achieved. 
Thank you to Blythburgh PCC 
for hosting the festival and to 
the whole Sole Bay Team for 
their participation.

Many of those involved in 
helping remarked how much 
they enjoyed working together 
as a team and meeting new 
people or identifying people 
they had heard of across the 
team ie putting faces to names!

The festival generated an 
enormous amount of creativity. 
Holy Trinity is such a large 
welcoming space which 
invites dramatic displays, 
and all our flower teams rose 
to the challenge with great 
imagination and artistry. The 
displays were both beautiful, 

interesting and in some cases, 
expressed delightful touches of 
humour. 

Wangford’s ship floating on a 
sea of blue and turquoise and 
garlanded with fish and starfish 
was remarkable and beautiful. 
Thank you to Rosemary and her 
Team and to Rod Tasseri for his 
sheer craftsmanship in making 
the ship (and the film booth 
and road signs). Thank you also 
to Steve for providing the fabric 
information about our church 
and for providing the minibus 
on the Sunday morning - an 
inspired idea. 

Thanks also to all who helped 
with baking cakes, serving 
refreshments and stewarding 
and to Gill Rush, Gill Smith, 
Edna and Karen for grocery 
and crockery provision. Thank 
you also to Tom and Janet 
Gladwin for Tom’s inspiring talk 
on Suffolk Dragonflies, Adam 
Burrows for the Bug Hunt, 

Chris Vine the Bat specialist 
and the Amici Singers for a 
wonderful concert.

As the festival was near to 
closing a group of small children 
came in and it was a poignant 
moment for me as I watched 
them respond to the displays 
and one child shrieked with 
delight at the Suffolk Trinity; 
the three breeds of horse, sheep 
and cow. The children circled 
the font as they gently kissed 
the animals!  

At that moment I realised how 
grateful we are to God for all 
his blessings and the innate 
creativity and goodness in his 
people. 

Future fund raising events 
are being planned buoyed 
by the momentum and great 
motivation in the village to 
repair our church of St Peter 
and St Paul.

Thank you all so very much.
Julie Eaton

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is with great sadness that 
we learn that our Vicars 
David and Julie Eaton will 
be leaving us in September. 
We wish them well in their 
new life.

Covent Garden
comes to Wangford

By the time we read 
this, we should have 
enjoyed a lovely evening 
c/o members of Covent 
Garden orchestra who 
very kindly came to 
Wangford on 27 June to 
give us a concert. We are 
so thankful to George and 
Sue Ives for arranging this 
for us. A full report will be 
given next time.

In our prayers
We are so sorry that Colin 
Hill, churchwarden at 
Uggeshall and a leading 
member of the Henham 
Steam Rally committee, 
has had a stroke whilst on 
holiday in America. We 
are remembering Colin and 
Joy and all the family very 
much in our prayers.
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Many of you will be aware 
that, at a service at St 
Andrew’s Walberswick on 
13th June, a marker was put 
down to the effect that my 
ministry within The Sole 
Bay Team would be winding 
down somewhat, in terms of 
the number of services that I 
would be taking in future; my 
level of responsibility will also 
reduce. During my eight years 
as first a deacon then a priest, 
I have enjoyed ministering 
to the various congregations 
within the team as well as 
learning a great deal from the 
many colleagues with whom 
I have prayed and worked. I 
have, in particular, valued the 
privilege of being responsible 
for the pastoral care of 
Walberswick. I am not leaving 
the area so I will still have 
an opportunity to continue 
meeting all the wonderful 
people who help in various 
ways to keep our parish 
churches very much alive, 

and shall look forward to 
continuing some involvement 
as a retired priest. I have many 
happy memories of my time as 
an Ordained Local Minister 
and shall be ever grateful for 
the steadfast prayerful and 
practical support of so many 
people.

I look back, with gratitude, 
to the day in the late 1990’s 
when The Revd Barry Naylor 
asked me to consider going 
on the Diocesan Ministry 
Training Course, with a view 
to applying for ordination as a 
non-stipendiary priest. At the 
time I was looking forward to 
retirement from the Suffolk 
Probation Service and being 
able to put my feet up, read 
a few books, go to watch 
Norwich city regularly, and 
generally have a quiet life. 
As you can well imagine life 
has been far from quiet over 
the past eight years; I have 
no regrets about that and 

give thanks to God for giving 
me the strength to carry on 
a continuous ministry during 
those years. I am not getting 
any younger and need, for the 
sake of my family as well as for 
myself, to start winding down.  
Perhaps I will be able to put 
my feet up and read a few 
books (especially the crime 
novels that I enjoy so much)  
– you will probably know that 
watching Norwich City has 
not suffered!                           

As I move forward into 
retired ministry I pray that 
God’s blessing will be on the 
continuing ministry of the 
Team, particularly as we look 
forward to the beginning of 
a new era in its life, with the 
Licensing of our new Team 
Rector, The Revd Simon 
Pitcher later this month. May 
God bless you all as you seek 
to serve him. 

Yours in Jesus Christ
Brian Fisher.

Team letter July 2010 
from Brian Fisher

FREE HEARING 
TESTS BEING 
OFFERED IN 

SOUTHWOLD 
�Next month, free hearing 
tests and other hearing 
services are being made 
available free to the residents 
of Southwold and the 
surrounding areas.

The Hearing Care Centre, 
who have a local hearing 
centre in Southwold and 
District Hospital, Fieldstile 
Road, Southwold are 
offering their services for free 
on Friday 9th July 2010 from 
9am until 5pm. All services 
are available by appointment 
only.

Karen Finch, who is a 
Qualified Hearing Aid 
Audiologist and the multi-
business award winner 
said, “We are delighted to 
be offering our services for 
free of charge to the people 
in the local area. My fully 
qualified and professional 
team will be on hand to 
test your hearing, answer 
all of your questions and to 
demonstrate the latest digital 
hearing aids, and to clean 
and check your existing 
hearing aids. We offer a 
professional hearing care 
service with fully informed 
choices, in a friendly relaxed 
atmosphere.”

To book your appointment 
call The Hearing Care 
Centre on 0800 096 2637 or 
visit www.hearingcarecentre.
co.uk.

Confirmation
Bishop Clive will be 
presiding at a joint 
Deaneries confirmation 
service at St Margaret’s, 
Reydon at 7.30pm on 15 
July – everyone is welcome 
to support the candidates at 
the service.

The theme for this year’s 
South Cove Nine Day 
Summer Flower Festival; 
is ‘Praise Through Colour’ 
highlighting the individual 
beauty of the flower arrangers 
gifts of interpretation..

Rain or Shine ~ Everything 
is under Cover !!! ~ Morning 
Coffees and Afternoon Teas, 
with all homemade scones 
and cakes will be served 
throughout the Festival ~ 
Refreshments include our 
famous Homemade Suffolk 
Meadow Dairy Farm Ice 

Creams.  With the pews full 
of albums of hundreds of 
captioned photographs giving 
a wonderful insight into all 
aspects of local Suffolk village 
life over the last 100 years..  
DON’T MISS ! the bargains 
at the Huge MEADOW 
SALE in the car park next 
to South Cove Church from 
10.00am on Saturday 31st 
July and throughout the 
Festival ~ House, loft and 
garage clearances new items 
kindly donated to us daily 
~ This year all under cover 

in our 60 feet long Marquee 
including, ‘Bring & Buy 
Bric-a-Brac, furniture, tools, 
collectables, china, glass, 
cutlery,  toys, plants, books 
etc..  All donations of articles 
for sale gratefully received 
which can be brought during 
the flower festival or can be 
collected beforehand ~ Please 
ring Sally Allport on 01 502 
710900.  ALL proceeds and 
donations are for the ongoing 
work of South Cove Church   
Admission is Free,  Large Car 
park. Cushioned pews and a 
warm welcome !

South Cove’s Nine Day 
Summer Flower Festival

Saturday 31st July to Sunday 8th August 
10.00 am ~ 5.00pm Daily
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PROUD GRAND 
PARENTS

Harvey and Rosemary 
Rathbone of Wangford 
are grandparents to two 
lovely boys - Jack Harvey 
Bishop born on 16th May 
in Sydney Australia, and 
Monty Samuel Rathbone, 
a brother for Olive Grace, 
born on May  23rd. in 
Sydenham. Children, 
parents and grandparents 
are all doing well!!

Sports 
Club�

Bowling continues Fridays 
at 2.00 pm prospective 
players welcomed and 
tuition given, give it a try.

Villagers will have observed 
that the Memorial at 
Pound Corner is now 
complete with the building 
of a superb plinth, thanks 
to the generosity and skills 
of Trevor and Stephen 
Clarke ( no charge ), this 
compliments the marble 
plaque to perfection. 
Appreciation is also due 
to Kenny and Graham 
Gilbert who initiated 
the project, Suffolk C.C. 
,John Goldsmith and 
the 56th Fighter Group 
Museum at Holton.  A 
dedication service is 
planned for October 9th, 
Rod of wangfordweb.co.uk 
has been in touch with 
Christine Albert of Austin 
Texas niece of Lieut.
Richard Albert (one of the 
pilots )she has expressed 
a wish to attend possibly 
with other relatives. She 
is a noted Country and 
Western singer and is 
willing to give a Concert 
in the Community 
Centre that evening. 
Further details later.                                              

Peter Soanes

I see that it is reported (again) 
that one or two ‘townies’, 
sufficiently well-off to be able to 
buy a second, or third etc..........
home in a delightful Norfolk 
village, are being annoyed by 
the sound of crowing cockerels 
from the (permanent) residents’ 
allotments. Stone me, golly-
gosh, geewhillikins and bless 
my cotton socks - who would 
have believed it ? Animal 
noises in the countryside. Wait 
for it; the mooing of the cows, 
the bleating of the sheep, the 
honking of the pigs, the smell 
- well, you get the picture don’t 
you ? They want the sanitised 
chocolate box village without 
realising somebody actually has 

to live there all week.But I bet 
they use the local pub and don’t 
mind making braying sounds at 
closing time They’ll be telling 
us next that it’s the bats in the 
belfry ringing the church bells 
and winding up the clock. 

The answer is easy. Stay where 
you are, getting stressed out 
with the constant hum of the 
M25, the fumes, road rage in 
the city, pillaging, high levels 
of crime,murders and mayhem . 
Don’t come whingeing to us. 

From my ‘bijou’, full 
time, residence I can hear 
cockerels, chickens, bell 
ringing, clock chiming, buses, 
cars, cats, dogs, little people 

going to and from the pub and 
that’s before I start on the birds 
and the onrush of butterflies 
and ladybirds. Do I moan ? Not 
half. Must dash off another 
‘Disgusted of Wangford’ letters 
to whoever listens - which 
means no-one - and quite right 
too.

Just to see if you were paying 
attention, the Wangford pub I 
described last month was The 
Plough. 

And, to justify the hot flush, 
how about this for a piece 
of wrinkly wisdom : ‘No one 
should grow old who isn’t ready 
to appear ridiculous’. I can 
relate to that.

Abraham writes:

Book Club
We were a rather small group 
at our June meeting when 
we discussed Dodie Smith’s 
“I capture the castle”.  We 
all agreed it was an excellent 
book and very well written.
We meet again on Thursday 
8th July at 8 p.m. in the 
Community Centre to listen 
to our speaker Angie Buxton-
King talk about her book and 
her journey to becoming a 
National Health healer.  This 
meeting is open to everyone 
who would like to hear what 
Angie has to say and we 
would like as many friends, 
villagers and those from the 
surrounding communities, 
as possible to come along for 
the evening.  Entry is £1 to 
include tea/coffee. We will 
discuss Wm Paul Young’s 
“The Shack” at our August 
meeting. If anyone would like 
to join us, do please let me 
know as I have spare copies 
of the book available. We 
now have our first ‘virtual’ 
book club member. There 
are all sorts of ways of sharing 
a love of reading and if you 
cannot get to meetings, the 
computer is a great medium.

Gill Smith

The Parish Clerks new 
telephone number is 01986 
783928�Kathryn Savage�Clerk 
to Wangford with Henham 
PC�6 Greenside�St Margaret 
SE�Suffolk�IP20 0PN�01986 
783928

Please do not telephone Melinda 
Clark who has not been the 
Parish Clerk for some time now.

Council Meeting Dates:  All 
monthly Council meetings are 
held on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 8.00 p.m. in the 

Committee Room, Wangford 
Community Centre.  Members 
of the public are always welcome 
to attend and are given an open 
forum at the start of the meeting.

The Council currently has a 
number of allotments that have 
become available.  They also 
have three remaining garage 
plots, access via Norfolk Road. If 
you are interested and would like 
more information please contact 
the Clerk Kathryn Savage, who 
will be pleased to help.

Wangford with 
Henham Parish Council

Committee Meetings –  Two 
meetings this month. The 
Centre Management Committee 
meet on Tuesday 6th July, and 
the Community Council meet 
on the 20th July (in lieu of 
August).  Both meetings start 
at 7.30 p.m. Barber in Centre 
–  No visit in July, returning in 
august. Centre bookings – the 
Community Centre booking 
secretary is now Mrs Gill Rush of 
7 Blacksmiths Close.  To book, 

and for all enquiries, call her on 
578062. Bus timetable – The 
evening journeys on Service 99 
(Southwold – Lowestoft) which 
were operated by Nightingales 
of Beccles have been withdrawn 
without replacement.  The 601 
journeys operated by Anglian 
(Southwold – Lowestoft) have 
been revised again.  Timetables 
available at the village store, 
from Malcolm Woolnough, or in 
the entrance to the Community 
Centre.

WANGFORD 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL




