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A potted history of Wangford

In 2000 BC Wangford was a small settlement of Beaker people, and, as time went on they joined other settlements to become the tribe known as the Trinovantes to the Romans. It is thought that Wangford got it's name when the Romans forded the river Wang to go Lowestoft. The Trinovantes lived it settlements all over the south part of East Anglia. To the north lived the Iceni tribe  ruled by Boudicca, who's husband Prasutagus the King of the Iceni died, the Romans tried to take over the territory, Boudicca and her daughters were raped by the Romans. In 60 AD the Trinovantes joined with the Iceni tribe to wage war on the Romans and burn London.

After that things settle down, and the people of Wangford continue to farm and trade, and being on the main trunk road prospered. The Roman occupation ended in 410 AD and all was quiet until the 8th. century when the Viking raids started and continued until the 11th. century.

In 1066 trouble started all over again with the arrival of William the Conquerer in 1085, he gave Henham and the hamlet of Wangford to his friend Ralph Baynard so we got a Norman lord to rule over us and take our taxes and tithes. Some good did come from the Normans in 1159, a priory was set up in Wangford by Doudo Asini and Wangford became a Village.

In 1440 the Lordships of Henham was given to the De la Poles also the title of Earl of Suffolk and it stayed this way until they fell out with Henry the eighth, and he gave Henham to Charles Brandon in 1513. The first Henham hall was build in1538, 2 years later the Priory closed down but we still kept the Church but it became Cof E instead of Catholic.

Sir Anthony Rous bought Henham in 1544, the Rous Family still own Henham to the present day. During the civil war Sir John Rous, being a Royalist, hid in an oak tree in Henham Park from the  Round Heads, and this gave the name of the Loyal Oak to one of the pubs in Wangford. 1773 saw Henham Hall burn down  and it was not rebuilt until 1791 and took until 1798 to complete, by the 6th. Baronet. He also had the first windmill built in 1801, a post mill just north of Pound Corner. 

Sir John Edward Cornwallis Rous became 1st. Earl of Stradbroke in 1821 a second mill was added this time a tower mill in Mill Fields in 1826-7. The 2nd. Earl of Stradbroke succeeded to the title in 1827 and was a great man for horse racing.

Wangford got it's first proper school in 1854 built by the Earl, it is said to be the first school to have school dinners, it did not close until 1990 and has been sadly missed. The school had a good swimming club and held the ESPS life saving trophy for 5 years there is a postcard saying so dated 1907.( Not bad for swimming in the River Wang )

Between 1860 & 1870 the church was restored and in 1888 the 3rd, Earl  succeeded to the title, the clock was added to the tower of the church in 1893. 1901 saw the last of the post mill removed all that is left is the machine shop and the well.

The 3rd. Earl of Stradbroke went on to become Aid-De-Camp to King George V when King Edward VII died in 1910 and ten years later became Governor of Victoria in Australia.

August 7th. 1928 our last mill burnt down so the Martin family, who were the millers, turned to haulage.

Not long after WW II the 4th. Earl succeeded to the title (1947) the village at this time was filled with shops, lots of pubs and too much traffic, so they built a by-pass in 1977 which got rid of the traffic and a lot of the trade.

Sadly we lost two Earls in the same year. Both the 4th.& 5th. Earls died in 1983 leaving the 6th. Earl to take the title of  Earl of Stradbroke. In 2004, Hektor, son of the 6th. Earl came back from Australia to run Henham.

Wangford got it's first website on 12/3/2007 and it now has three.

The Post Office closed in Wangford on 9/6/2008 after 224 years.

This year 2009 the village is 850 years old. (HAPPY BIRTHDAY WANGFORD)

Published by Rod of the Wangford Web

